Holland Michigan Kennel Club
Code of Ethics

The Holland Michigan Kennel Club Constitution and By-Laws, Article I, Section 2 paragraphs (a) and (b) state:

The objects of the Club shall be:

(a) to further the advancement of all breeds of pure-bred dogs;

(b) to do all in its power to protect and advance the interests of all breeds of pure-bred dogs and to encourage sportsmanlike competition at dog shows and obedience trials;"

To accomplish these objectives, the Holland Michigan Kennel Club has established the following Code of Ethics, by which each member agrees to:

  I.
Study and strive to conserve and improve their breed in structure and temperament, as well as the abilities and qualities characteristic to the breed, without sacrificing one for the others.  Breed discriminatingly and plan all litters with the goal of bettering the breed.  

 II.
Breed and breed to only mature, healthy registered bitches and dogs which have no disqualifying faults or radical departures from their breed standards, have stable temperaments and are free of communicable diseases.  Breed only dogs and bitches tested and found free of known genetic diseases applicable to the breed.  Breed a bitch to only one stud dog in any one season and not breed a bitch more than two of any three consecutive seasons.

III.
Maintain dogs in the highest possible standards of health, care, cleanliness, proper veterinary care and mental well being, including socialization and regular contact with people.  All dogs sold are in healthy condition, having had adequate medical care and protection against known diseases.  

 IV.
Use written contracts for all sales and stud service.  Keep and pass on to buyers accurate health, breeding and registration records and pedigree records.  Strongly urge that all dogs not used for show and breeding purposes be made incapable of reproduction.  To this end, use of spay/neuter contracts and/or AKC limited registration is recommended.

  V.
Evaluate dogs honestly according to their breed standard and state clearly to the buyer the quality of any dog sold.  All advertising should be honest and informative and should in no way misrepresent the dog offered.

 VI.
Sell only to responsible persons and refuse to knowingly deal with unethical breeders, pet shops, wholesalers, catalog houses or their commercial sources. Breed only upon strong evidence of the possibility of finding suitable homes for the resultant puppies.  Make a sincere effort to see that every dog will have an adequate home and will be receive proper care.  Recommend that puppy purchasers provide obedience training at the proper age.

VII.
Conduct themselves at all times in a manner which will reflect credit upon themselves and upon their club, regardless of the location or circumstances, but especially when attending shows or any other events involving dogs.
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